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It was courage. This separates those 
who can do yet don’t do from those who 
get things done. 

President Biden made a commit-
ment. President Biden is honoring his 
commitment. Others have appointed 
persons to the Court because of who 
they were. This woman who will be ap-
pointed is not going to be a person 
without credentials. She will be a per-
son who is prepared. She will be a per-
son who is going to serve us well, and 
she will be a person who will make a 
difference on a court that over 200 
years has had 115 Justices, not one of 
them a Black woman; 115 Justices and 
not one a Black woman over some 230- 
plus years. If not now, when? 

Now is the time. President Biden is 
the person, and we are the people who 
ought to want to see it happen. I don’t 
have a candidate that I am pushing. I 
refuse to push a candidate, but I don’t 
refuse to tell the truth about the cir-
cumstances that exists. 

Mr. Speaker, just to make things per-
spicuously clear: 

First assembled, 1790, Supreme 
Court. 

Number of Justices on the first 
court, 6. 

Total number of Justices since 1790, 
115. 

Total number of men, 110. 
Five women, not one Black woman. 
And let us not forget that the Senate 

of the United States of America has 
had a total of 1,944 persons, and 1,886 of 
them have been men; 45 Presidents, not 
one woman. 

What we have here is the definition 
of the good old boys club. The good old 
boys. White men who took care of 
other White men in the sense that they 
were supporting each other. White men 
were nominating, White men were ap-
proving, and White men got the job. 
This is the good old boys club. But we 
are breaking up the good old boys club. 
Diversity is breaking up the good old 
boys club. And many of the good old 
boys are not happy. They like things 
the way they were when their club was 
exclusively White and male. 

I don’t support the good old boys 
club. I am a free man, unbought, 
unbossed, and unafraid. Speak truth to 
power and about power. This is about 
power. This is about the good old boys 
club that has had its own form of af-
firmative action, exclusionary affirma-
tive action. Over 200 years of excluding, 
and you want to now complain that 
there is a possibility that one Black 
woman may be on the Court? And it 
upsets a good many persons to know 
that a Black woman may be on the 
Court. 

Mr. Speaker, 230-plus years. If not 
now, when? And if not this President, 
which President? I love my country. I 
believe that change is that which we 
bring about. Yes, the arc of the moral 
universe bends toward justice, as Dr. 
King put it, but it bends toward justice 
because we put our hand on the arc of 
the moral universe and we use our 
strength and our might and our will-

power to bend it toward justice. Not 
just for some, but for all. We, the peo-
ple, includes all of the people. 

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to seeing 
this great day when there will be the 
first African-American female on the 
Court, and I assure you that I will 
never forget the President who made it 
happen. If not now, when? 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 
SHOT IN 2021 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. ROY) for 30 
minutes. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I heard my 
colleague on the other side of the aisle 
and I certainly appreciate his friend-
ship and service. 

I would take some disagreement with 
my celebrating the extent to which the 
President of the United States has an-
nounced beforehand the race and sex of 
the next Supreme Court Justice. And I 
would remind my friend, my colleagues 
on the other side of the aisle, in gen-
eral, the extent to which the current 
President rejected, filibustered, 
blocked Janice Rogers Brown—notably 
both Black and female—he did so be-
cause she wasn’t the right kind of 
Black and female. You see, she was a 
conservative. She was not a leftist, a 
liberal. 

So the current President blocked, 
when he was in the United States Sen-
ate, filibustered, fought, broke the 
rules and the traditions of the Senate 
to do it. By the way, Janice Rogers 
Brown, a Black female, qualified but 
conservative, judge. So he refused to 
let her advance. Why? 

Now, the President of the United 
States is going out and lauding, prais-
ing his predetermination that the next 
Justice must be Black or female, un-
dermining the nominee before even 
making the nomination. 

I would note also that the President 
blocked, attacked, voted against 
Miguel Estrada. And did so, we know, 
for one reason. He was a Hispanic con-
servative. Now, how do we know that? 
We have a memo. Yes, indeed, a memo 
in black and white, spelled out among 
Democrat Senators and staffers back in 
2003. I happen to know this because I 
was a lawyer on the Senate Committee 
on the Judiciary. But my, how this 
town loves to sweep aside little details, 
like the current Democrat President of 
the United States working in coordina-
tion with Democrat Members of the 
United States Senate when he was a 
Senator to stop, to block, to filibuster 
Miguel Estrada because he is a His-
panic conservative. 

And we can’t have that, can we? Be-
cause it breaks the narrative. It de-
stroys the narrative. Republicans are 
anti-Hispanic. Republicans are anti- 
Black. We can’t have a Black conserv-
ative woman advance under a Repub-

lican President, George W. Bush. We 
can’t have Hispanic Miguel Estrada ad-
vance under a Republican, George W. 
Bush. 

But, no, no, will you hear Jen Psaki 
talking about that at the podium at 
the White House? Or will you hear 
more lies, lies about the whipping of 
migrants at our border? Will you hear 
her talk about the fact that no report 
has been generated by the Department 
of Justice or the Department of Home-
land Security or anybody else about 
the alleged whipping of migrants, 
which did not occur, which we know 
didn’t occur. By fact, we know it didn’t 
occur. 

But yet, the President of the United 
States and his own White House Sec-
retary sat at the podium and accused 
them, ‘‘them’’ being our Border Patrol 
agents, standing on the front lines, 
being ignored, underfunded, chastised, 
refused to say any apology since that 
day. They refused to look at the Border 
Patrol agents and say, You know, we 
are sorry. We got that wrong. No report 
forthcoming. 

Anybody sensing a theme that my 
Democrat friends and colleagues in the 
White House on the other side of the 
aisle love to make race an issue? But 
they are going to sweep aside the kill-
ing of Miguel Estrada’s nomination be-
cause he is a Hispanic male, Hispanic 
conservative; sweep aside the blocking 
of Janice Rogers Brown; sweep aside 
running to cry racism and whipping of 
the Rio Grande when it is the policies 
of the Secretary of Homeland Security 
that is specifically and intentionally 
endangering the American people; 
causing our young children across this 
country to die from poisonings and 
overdoses; causing bullets to be fired 
upon our law enforcement officers in 
Texas; ranchers to get overrun, live-
stock to get out, cartels to get empow-
ered. And the Secretary of Homeland 
Security literally refuses to enforce 
any of the laws to stop that from hap-
pening. 

But, oh, no, he can’t bring himself, 
and Jen Psaki can’t bring herself, and 
the President can’t bring himself to 
look in the eyes of the Border Patrol 
and say they apologize for saying that 
they were whipping human beings. 

b 1445 

That is the state of the Democrat 
Party’s commitment to race. It is all a 
fraud. It is all a fiction. It is all a 
front. It is all about continuing to fo-
ment racial division for partisan polit-
ical gain. It has nothing to do about 
judging people by the content of their 
character and not the color of their 
skin because if it were, Janice Rogers 
Brown would not have been blocked 
and Miguel Estrada would not have 
been blocked. The President of the 
United States wouldn’t be standing up 
at a lectern today predetermining the 
race and the sex of the next Justice of 
the United States Supreme Court. 

Mr. Speaker, I came down here today 
to talk about our law enforcement 
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community. A year and a half ago, I 
sat here on the floor of the House— 
maybe in the same spot—with the 
number 43 similarly positioned on a 
board. That 43 represented the number 
of law enforcement police officers 
killed in the line of duty at that time. 

Well, saying to the Speaker and to 
my colleagues—who, of course, nota-
bly, as I like to observe, are not here. 
This is our idea of debate, you know, in 
the United States House of Representa-
tives. On fly-out day, everybody is get-
ting home. Nobody is here. 

We never have actual debate. We 
never offer amendments. We never 
have a back and forth. We come back 
and have showboats and give speeches 
on the Capitol steps about how Repub-
licans are better than Democrats or 
Democrats are better than Repub-
licans. We never sit down here and ac-
tually debate. If we did, then we could 
have honest debate about policies that 
will protect this country and protect 
law enforcement officers from the con-
stant barrage and attack levied against 
them across this country. 

I am sick and tired of seeing nonstop 
attacks on our law enforcement com-
munity for being the ones on the front 
lines every day dealing with crime and 
figuring out how to protect our com-
munities yet getting tossed under the 
bus, cast aside as being the ones that 
we should be targeting. 

Eighty-four dead law enforcement of-
ficers across this country last year; 346 
officers were shot in the line of duty; 
103 ambush-style attacks on law en-
forcement officers, up 115 percent from 
the year before; 4 police officers were 
beaten to death; 3 were stabbed to 
death. 

Sergeant Joshua Bartlett, Lubbock 
County Sheriff’s Office in Texas, shot 
and killed during a barricade at a home 
on July 15 of last year. Earlier in the 
morning, the subject had been stopped 
by a Texas Highway Patrol trooper for 
reckless driving and attempted to bait 
the officer into a confrontation. He re-
turned home after the encounter and 
began walking around the neighbor-
hood with a firearm at 1:15. 

When officers of the Levelland Police 
Department arrived, the man opened 
fire and barricaded himself inside. The 
regional SWAT team was requested as 
the man randomly fired shots from the 
home. 

Sergeant Bartlett was a United 
States Army veteran. He is survived by 
his wife, four sons, parents, and a 
brother. 

Police Officer Mitchell Aaron 
Penton, Dallas, Texas, was struck and 
killed by a vehicle operated by an in-
toxicated driver on February 13, 2021. 
At the time of his death, he had a step-
son, and his wife was expecting. 

Police Officer Brandon M. Stalker, 
Toledo Police Department, Ohio, was 
shot and killed during a barricade in-
volving an arson suspect. Officer Stalk-
er was on a perimeter position and was 
struck in the head and fatally wound-
ed. He is survived by his two children 
and fiance. 

Police Officer Jimmy Inn was shot 
and killed while responding to a do-
mestic violence call on May 11, 2021. He 
had served with the Stockton Police 
Department for 6 years. He is survived 
by his wife, 7-month-old son, and two 
stepchildren. 

Sergeant James Smith, Iowa State 
Patrol, Iowa, was shot and killed while 
attempting to arrest a subject who had 
assaulted and disarmed another law en-
forcement officer during a traffic stop 
on April 2, 2021. He is survived by his 
wife, two children, mother, brother, 
and sister. 

Lieutenant Michael Boutte was shot 
and killed after responding to a call in-
volving a subject attempting suicide. 
He was a United States Air Force vet-
eran and served with the Hancock 
County Sheriff’s office for 8 years. He 
is survived by his wife and two chil-
dren. 

Police Officer Chris Oberheim, Cham-
paign Police Department, Illinois, was 
shot and killed at about 3:20 a.m. while 
responding to a domestic disturbance 
call. He had been on the job 20 years. 
He was 44 with a wife and four children. 

Trooper Chad Michael Walker, Texas 
Department of Public Safety, March 28, 
2021, succumbed to gunshot wounds 
sustained 5 days earlier when he was 
ambushed while stopping to assist 
what he believed was a disabled vehicle 
near Mexia, Texas. He served with the 
Texas Highway Patrol for 6 years. He 
had 18 years in law enforcement. He is 
survived by his wife, 15-year-old son, 
twin 7-year-older daughters, and a 2- 
month-old daughter. 

Here are some of the quotes from my 
colleagues on the other side of the aisle 
and at the other end of Pennsylvania 
Avenue about police officers. 

Jen Psaki, White House press sec-
retary, while criticizing FOX News cov-
erage of soft-on-crime policies, stated, 
while laughing, ‘‘What does that even 
mean?’’ and referred to the coverage as 
an alternative universe. 

President Biden famously expressed 
support for the defund the police move-
ment in 2020 and then had to walk that 
back after backlash. 

Vice President KAMALA HARRIS ap-
plauded Los Angeles Mayor Eric 
Garcetti for defunding the police. 

Representative OCASIO-CORTEZ said, 
‘‘Defunding police means defunding po-
lice,’’ arguing the cuts to the New 
York Police Department weren’t 
enough. 

Representative AYANNA PRESSLEY 
said she supports efforts to defund po-
lice departments. 

Representative RASHIDA TLAIB called 
for ‘‘no more’’ police. TLAIB’s campaign 
has paid over $150,000 to defund the po-
lice activist Rasha Mubarak. 

Representative ILHAN OMAR said: 
Not only do we need to defund, we need to 

dismantle police departments. 

Representative CORI BUSH said that 
she would ‘‘make sure’’ she has private 
security for her protection while simul-
taneously promising to defund the po-
lice. This weekend, Representative 

BUSH doubled down in her support for 
defunding our police departments on 
Twitter. 

President Biden’s Assistant Attorney 
General, Kristen Clarke, supported ef-
forts to defund the police. 

President Biden’s Associate Attorney 
General, Vanita Gupta, said officials 
must heed calls to ‘‘decrease police 
budgets and the scope, role, and re-
sponsibility of police in our lives.’’ 

President Biden’s Secretary of Labor, 
Marty Walsh, proposed a budget to di-
vert funding from law enforcement. 

We see now what is happening in 
Minnesota, where you have one of the 
individuals who was a part of the mob 
violence riots in the summer of 2020, 
who burned down a store, a commercial 
property, and did so with video footage 
indicating the glee of doing so—this 
being an individual with a very long 
criminal record. 

The man who owned or worked at the 
establishment, I think, had five kids 
and died as a result of the fire set by 
this individual in Minnesota. The 
United States Attorney’s Office in Min-
nesota filed a sentencing brief that 
read exactly like the defense lawyer’s 
brief, citing all the events of the sum-
mer, completely offsetting the dead fa-
ther of five with a store burned to the 
ground during mob violence rule in the 
summer of 2020. 

This United States Department of 
Justice, this United States Attorney’s 
Office in Minnesota, downward de-
parted from the sentencing guidelines 
of 20 years down to 10 years, purpose-
fully citing the political interest of the 
summer of 2020, the political cause of 
the summer of 2020, in recommending 
that downward departure despite the 
criminal record of the perpetrator of 
the crime, despite the destroyed and 
burned down building, despite the 
death of the owner of the store and the 
fact that he had multiple children. All 
of that was cast aside in the political 
judgment, not even of the judge, but of 
the United States Attorney’s Office. 

Lo and behold, that acting United 
States attorney a few months later is 
now working at Main Justice. I would 
sure like to know why. I would sure 
like to know who was involved. I would 
sure like to know who made the calls. 
I would sure like to know from the cur-
rent acting United States attorney if 
that acting United States attorney 
agrees with the sentencing rec-
ommendations of the so-called prosecu-
tors in the Minnesota U.S. Attorney’s 
Office who turned a blind eye to their 
duty to keep the streets safe, to pros-
ecute them under their oath to the 
Constitution and defense of the laws of 
the United States to protect the people 
of Minnesota, and chose to choose a po-
litical path, and chose to follow poli-
tics rather than do their job. 

We want to know. We are going to 
ask questions in the House Judiciary 
Committee. I can assure you that if the 
good people of the United States were 
to give the majority to the Republicans 
in January 2023, there are going to be 
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some questions asked and some an-
swers delivered by this administration 
for their failure to enforce the laws of 
the United States while American peo-
ple die, lose property, are harmed, are 
killed. At the border of Texas or in 
Minnesota—it doesn’t matter—the laws 
of the United States are supposed to be 
enforced, and we should be standing up 
for the rule of law. 

We are going to demand answers to 
questions. I want answers from the 
United States Attorney General for 
targeting parents for daring to stand 
up to school boards. I want answers 
from the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity for his clearly impeachable con-
duct for recklessly ignoring the laws of 
the United States, endangering my 
people and constituents in Texas, en-
dangering the people of this country 
while empowering cartels and allowing 
fentanyl to pour into our schools. I 
want answers. We are going to demand 
answers. 

We are going to want answers and de-
mand answers from Anthony Fauci and 
all the bureaucrats at NIH and CDC for 
shutting down our schools, shutting 
down our economy, lying about what 
we were seeing in terms of gain of func-
tion research in China. 

We are going to want answers, and we 
are going to get those answers. While 
this body fiddles, we will demand an-
swers if the American people will give 
us the ability to get them. 

I mentioned our situation at our bor-
der. We are in the midst of a fentanyl, 
opioid, and drug crisis in this country, 
the likes we have not seen before. 

b 1500 

Those of us who grew up in the 
eighties know what we saw with the 
cocaine epidemic. I was a 14-year-old 
when Len Bias notoriously died from 
an overdose within a week of being 
drafted by the Boston Celtics after his 
career at the University of Maryland. 

We know the horrors of the cocaine 
epidemic that led, by the way, to the 
crime bills of the 1990s supported by 
this President, supported by Black 
Americans across this country and lob-
bied for by Black pastors and Black 
leaders across this country because of 
the violence and the epidemic of drugs 
across our cities and across our towns 
in the 1980s and 1990s. We responded, 
and as a result, the crime rate went 
down. 

And now what are we seeing? 
Massive spikes in crime, massive 

spikes in drug use, carjackings in our 
Nation’s Capital where it is easier to 
get carjacked than to order a ham-
burger while we are under lockdowns, 
and vaccine mandates and vaccine 
passports in the Nation’s Capital. 

Side note: Yet another reason why we 
should never let the District of Colum-
bia be a State. It is not supposed to 
have the political interest of a State. It 
is supposed to be our National Capital 
where people can come and go, where 
they can petition their government, 
and where they can come and do the 

business of the people. So we will ad-
dress that issue as well in the next 
Congress. 

I am proud to represent Texas, but 
Texas is under assault. Texas is under 
assault every day by cartel-driven vio-
lence fueled by China and driven by the 
profit motive of pouring fentanyl into 
our communities, destroying our chil-
dren’s lives, causing addiction, causing 
death, and causing destruction. And 
this administration not only does noth-
ing, it is worse than that, this adminis-
tration purposefully—purposefully—ig-
nores the laws of the United States to 
the detriment and the endangerment of 
the American people. 

There is no other way to put it when 
our laws require operational control of 
the border and we do not have it. 

There is no other way to put it when 
our ranches are overrun, fences are cut, 
and livestock gets out. 

There is no other way to put it when 
there are stash houses in Houston, in 
San Antonio, in Laredo, in Del Rio, in 
McAllen, in Arizona, and in California. 
In every big city across this country 
there are stash houses where human 
beings are being moved for profit. 

There is no other way to put it when 
the current administration is releasing 
people into the United States. They are 
knowingly, in violation of law, releas-
ing people into the United States under 
the guise of so-called asylum. They 
know it is not asylum, and they know 
it is not credible fear. They know they 
are releasing single, adult males. They 
are lying about it because we see them 
talking about the lies on tape. 

And the American people are the 
ones holding the bag. The American 
people are the ones who have their kids 
dying because they take a Xanax that 
is laced with fentanyl. And this admin-
istration doesn’t care. 

This administration ignores the rule 
of law, ignores the Secure Fence Act, 
lets fencing rust in the field, and fails 
to require the fence to continue to be 
constructed which would help support 
Border Patrol and the communities in 
south Texas. 

But let me send a very clear warning 
signal to my colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle: My colleagues take 
for granted the people of south Texas, 
as a political matter. And I can tell 
you, the people of south Texas are tired 
of it. The people of south Texas are 
tired of being on the front lines of a 
cartel-driven drug-and-human-traf-
ficking war with bullets flying, people 
dying, morgues filled, and rape trees 
being used. 

And this body, the people’s House, 
not only sits silent, they facilitate it, 
and they facilitate the Department of 
Justice and the Department of Home-
land Security who does nothing but 
fuel the crisis even more. 

Mr. Speaker, 100,306 Americans are 
dead as a result of drug overdoses or 
poisonings. 

Mr. Speaker, how many minutes are 
remaining? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas has 4 minutes re-
maining. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I do want to 
finish by saying, it is our duty to se-
cure the border of the United States. It 
is the duty of the Secretary to secure 
the border of the United States. There 
are 100,000 dead Americans as a result 
of wide-open borders, and it is im-
peachable conduct by the Secretary of 
Homeland Security. We are going to 
address that issue if the American peo-
ple will give us the ability to be in the 
majority. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Arkansas (Mr. HILL). 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
friend from Texas for yielding. I want 
to say, first and foremost, I thank him 
for his consistent, loud, smart, and 
well-reasoned comments on our open 
border and the impact on our citizens. 

Mr. Speaker, I too want to bring at-
tention to this criminal issue. 

I have this Sweet-N-Low packet that 
so many of us put in our coffee in the 
morning, and that illustrates, Mr. 
Speaker, that that one amount of 
sweetener, if it were fentanyl, would 
kill 500 Americans. 

In Arkansas, fentanyl deaths are up 
441 percent since 2015. Over 600 Arkan-
sans have lost their lives. Every 5 min-
utes we lose a neighbor to an acci-
dental drug overdose. Just last year, as 
my friend from Texas said, we lost over 
100,000 Americans to accidental 
overdoses, which is now the leading 
cause of death between the ages of 18 
and 45. We were here on this floor 3 
years ago lamenting 55,000 Americans 
dying in 1 year—the same we lost in 
the entire Vietnam war—and now it is 
100,000. 

Fentanyl is directly responsible for 
64 percent of those deaths, Mr. Speak-
er, and a majority of that fentanyl 
within the United States comes from 
our porous Southwest border—the bor-
der that the Biden administration has 
continuously failed to secure—as it 
flows directly into our communities. 

Last year, enough fentanyl was inter-
dicted—that is what we caught—by our 
overworked Border Patrol to kill every 
American seven times over. It isn’t 
enough to confiscate it at the border. 
We need strong leadership to discour-
age it from arriving in the first place, 
and we can do that by permanently 
scheduling fentanyl as a schedule I sub-
stance and increase the criminal pen-
alties. 

We need strong leadership and strong 
policies to secure our border and re-
spond to the illicit fentanyl that has 
been found in every street drug. Until 
then, sadly, as noted by my friend from 
Texas, Americans will continue to die 
at the hand of fentanyl. 

CHEERING ON TEAM USA 
Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, as we cheer 

on Team USA this week and celebrate 
our athletes participating in the 2022 
winter games, it is important we do 
not overlook the sins of the host na-
tion, China. 

China has carefully crafted their 
image to distract the world from their 
blatant human rights abuses and their 
totalitarianism. 
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The International Olympic Com-

mittee has worked to portray China in 
a positive light. The truth is, China is 
an authoritarian state set on the de-
struction of anyone and anything that 
doesn’t adhere to its world view. 

The Chinese Communist Party be-
lieves that its administrative control 
over its people is the most effective 
form of governance. The Uyghurs con-
tinue to face genocide and crimes 
against humanity. The people of Hong 
Kong have seen the destruction of their 
liberal state. China seeks to expand its 
influence in the world through its pred-
atory lending and its failed Belt and 
Road Initiative. 

We can do better. We need American 
leadership to counter this. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I agree with 
the gentleman’s remarks about China, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

f 

UKRAINE: THE SCRIMMAGE LINE 
FOR LIBERTY IN EUROPE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the 
gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) 
for 30 minutes. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the subject of my 
Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today as co-chair of the 50-member bi-
partisan Congressional Ukraine Caucus 
to voice our strong support for Ukraine 
and her people. 

Ukraine is the scrimmage line for 
liberty on the European continent—our 
very closest allies. Right now, the 
world is watching with growing alarm 
as Russia again beats the Kremlin’s 
drums of war. 

Vladimir Putin, with his thirst for 
force over reason and the rule of law, is 
severely isolated from the norms of 
human decency and the global commu-
nity. Russia invaded Ukraine in 2014. 
Fourteen thousand people have been 
killed. While Ukraine is Putin’s most 
immediate target, it certainly is not 
the only one he has his eyes on. As we 
have watched, Russia has taken pieces 
of Armenia, Georgia, Moldova, and the 
message is clear. 

Thirty years ago, the people of 
Ukraine voted by more than 90 percent 
to establish their independence. 
Ukraine was a signatory to the Buda-
pest Memorandum in which the West 
guaranteed Ukraine’s security in re-
turn for all nuclear weapons staged on 
its territory be removed. 

Will the West keep its promise? 
For decades, the Soviet Union held 

Ukraine, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Moldova, and so many others under its 

iron fist suppressing any notion of free-
dom. We have a map here that clearly 
shows how small Ukraine is compared 
to the vast Russian Empire. We are not 
talking about equal partners here. 

In 1991 the world rejoiced when, at 
long last, the Communist Iron Curtain 
fell—a moment the free world did not 
expect to see in modern time. Upon its 
fall, liberty and opportunity, which 
once had only been dreams, now be-
came new possibilities in Ukraine. 
Over these last 30 years, Ukraine has 
struggled to cast off Russian inter-
ference and grow into a strong, proud, 
and vibrant nation. It has been a strug-
gle every day of every year. 

Having visited Ukraine more than 
any other Member of Congress, I know 
her people, her communities, her cul-
ture, and her struggle. In 2014 I joined 
then-Vice President Joe Biden and Sen-
ator John McCain to attend the inau-
guration of a new President of Ukraine. 
As our delegation walked down the 
streets of the capital city, I can guar-
antee you, Mr. Speaker, the applause 
and cheers that rang forth from the 
crowd as America walked down the 
street was absolutely unforgettable 
and astounding. Ukraine’s freedom-lov-
ing people were exclaiming their love 
and friendship with the United States, 
but, most of all, with the idea of lib-
erty. Liberty. It is a memory that I 
cherish and will never forget. 

The people of Ukraine, yes, they have 
hopes and dreams, and they want to 
live with safety, stability, and endur-
ing prosperity, but, most of all, with 
liberty. Those hopes and dreams face 
constant threat by Russia. It seems to 
never stop. Ukraine has no desire to 
have its back broken under Russia’s re-
pressive command. 

In 2014 Russia illegally invaded, as I 
mentioned, and now over 14,000 of her 
people have been killed in Ukraine. 
Over 1 million more have been dis-
placed, and the country probably has 
under 40 million people now. 

Russia’s physical territory represents 
Goliath in his battle against David. 
The maps clearly show how vast Russia 
is—over 13 time zones compared to 
Ukraine. 

We see the Russian military amass-
ing at all the borders of Ukraine. If 
Russia again invades Ukraine, the in-
ternal opposition would be fierce and 
bloody, and that country suffered more 
than any other people in the world dur-
ing World War II, that infamous period 
of time when so many Americans died 
on the European continent for the very 
idea of liberty in Europe. 

The response that is needed from 
global leaders is clear. When freedom 
and liberty fall under attack, the free 
world has an obligation to rise up in its 
defense. 

The United States is doing its part. I 
support President Biden and his admin-
istration having committed to end the 
Nord Stream 2 project if Russia invades 
Ukraine further. We must continue to 
stiffen sanctions and work to establish 
European energy independence and 

forge a global defensive shield for the 
protection of Ukraine. 
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The United Nations, NATO, and the 
Organization for Security and Co-Oper-
ation in Europe have the ability to 
rally a global coalition to ward off 
Putin and his thirst for domination 
over countries that do not welcome 
him. 

Russia cannot be allowed to operate 
as the outlaw on the European Con-
tinent. So let us seek to build, not de-
stroy. The time has come for the free 
world to soundly reject Putin’s ugly 
schemes and work together to safe-
guard Ukraine now and forever. 

There are several Members who are 
joining us here today on the floor to 
participate in this Special Order. I 
would like to especially recognize 
BRIAN FITZPATRICK, the co-chair of 
Ukraine Caucus from Pennsylvania. 

We also have, I believe, Congressman 
KWEISI MFUME of Maryland, Congress-
man ANDY LEVIN of Michigan, and Con-
gresswoman VICTORIA SPARTZ of Indi-
ana, thus far. I thank them all for 
being here. 

I yield to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK). 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Representative KAPTUR for all 
she does for Ukraine. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand here not only as 
the co-chair of Ukraine Caucus, but 
also the ranking member of the House 
Subcommittee on Europe, Energy, the 
Environment, and Cyber; and a com-
mission on the Helsinki Commission, 
having previously served and lived in 
Ukraine, in Kiev, standing side by side 
with the Ukranian people, and growing 
to love them for their heart, their pas-
sion, their desire for independence, 
their desire for closer ties to the West, 
and their craving for freedom, some-
thing that they are striving for more 
and more every single day. 

With all of those things in context, 
Mr. Speaker, this moment before us, 
unfortunately, has not come as a sur-
prise. Over the last 8 years, the amaz-
ing people of Ukraine have endured 
Russia’s illegal and violent occupation. 
To date, some 14,000 innocent Ukrain-
ians have perished, many of whom were 
civilians with more than a million dis-
placed. 

The autocratic regime of Vladimir 
Putin has engaged in countless human-
itarian violations and challenged inter-
national norms of sovereignty over the 
last 30 years, and it is imperative that 
the United States and our NATO allies 
meet this moment with deterrence and 
diplomacy and strength in unity. 

America must, as we have in the 
past, stand up against Russian 
authoritarianism. The people of 
Ukraine share our Western values and 
deserve freedom from Russian oppres-
sion. The people of Ukraine share a 
steadfast commitment to regional co-
operation resisting polarization and 
shining a light on corruption. The 
United States has moved to supply 
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